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Hermann: Vladimir Atlantov (tenor) / Lisa: Mirella Freni (soprano)
Countess: Maureen Forrester (mezzo-soprano)
Tanglewood Festival Chorus / Boston Symphony Orchestra / Seiji Ozawa (conductor)
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Based on a story by Alexander Pushkin, The Queen of Spades was considered

by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) himself to be his best opera. It took the
composer four months to complete the entire work, which was greeted with much
enthusiasm at its first performance in December 1890 at the Mariiinsky Theatre of

St Petersburg.

The story tells of an old countess who is reputed to possess the magical secret of
three cards which enable her always to win. She is frightened to death by a young
gambler who desires her secret. This is eventually given to him by her ghost. The
last of the three cards, however, causes the gambler to lose all his fortune. When
the ghost of the countess appears again, the gambler loses his mind and kills

himself.

The role of Hermann is interpreted by tenor Vladimir Atlantov; Lisa by soprano
Mirella Freni; and the Countess by mezzo-soprano Maureen Forrester. The
Tanglewood Festival Chorus and the Boston Symphony Orchestra perform under

the baton of Seiji Ozawa.
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